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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Preface 

Lantau Island has rich natural and cultural resources. The Sustainable Lantau Office (SLO) of 

the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) commissioned consultants to study the 

traditional villages and sites with cultural and historical value on Lantau Island. The aim of the 

studies was to examine the cultural and historical characteristics of the study areas and make suitable 

recommendations for promoting cultural and historical conservation and village revitalisation on 

Lantau Island.  

 

In November 2021, the SLO initiated the ñCultural and Historical Studies of Mui Wo and 

Surrounding Areas on Lantauò (ñthe Studyò). By means of desktop study and site visits, cultural and 

historical background and resources of the three regions of the study area (including the Sam Heung 

( ) area, the Mui Wo ( ) area and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula ( ) area1, which 

cover more than 40 villages) were investigated and analysed. Conservation recommendations and 

guidelines were formulated based on factors such as the importance of the cultural and historical 

resources and the feasibility of the recommendations.  

Scope of Research 

This report comprises three main sections ï a Baseline Study, Local Characteristics and 

Recommended Conservation Strategies. The first section consists of 1) general historical 

background, 2) land use planning and utilisation, 3) infrastructure, 4) transport network, 5) landscape 

characteristics and resources, 6) environmental conditions, and 7) cultural and historical resources of 

each area (including Historic Buildings2 and Sites, Sites of Archaeological Interest, Sites with 

Intangible Cultural Value, the Cultural Landscape, and Natural Resources Associated with Culture). 

The second section includes featured articles that introduce the local characteristics of the study area 

from different perspectives: 1) Mining Industry, 2) Fishermen Migration, 3) To Yuen Tung (

) and its Religious Rituals, 4) Watchtowers, and 5) Western Culture and Our Lady of Joy Abbey. 

Based on the research findings in the previous sections, the third section has two main parts: 1) 

analysis of the potential and challenges of the study area, and 2) possible conservation directions and 

guidelines, and short-, medium- and long-term conservation recommendations. 

Cultural and Historical Character istics 

The study area encompasses the areas of Sam Heung, Mui Wo and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula. 

The Mui Wo area is larger than the other areas. In addition to villages founded during the Ming and 

Qing dynasties, there are numerous villages established by the subsequent migrant population. In the 

past, Mui Wo was a traditional agrarian community, whose inhabitants earned their livelihood mainly 

from farming. They also engaged in mining and salt-making in the area in the past, and some 

inhabitants engaged in commercial activities in Chung Hau ( ). Fishermen took shelter in Chung 

Hau during the typhoon season, and after the Second World War, more fishermen relocated to the 

 

1  is also known as  in Chinese. 

2 The goals of the Study are to investigate the cultural and historical value of villages, as well as analyse the potential and 

propose guidelines for conservation. So, the historic buildings mentioned in the Study include both historic buildings 

assessed by Antiquities Advisory Board (AAB) and non-graded buildings with cultural and historical value. 
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typhoon shelter in Chung Hau. The Hongkong and Yaumati Ferry Company ( ) 

established a fixed route between Mui Wo and Central (), providing more convenient and 

frequent transport connections to Mui Wo, resulting in more vibrant commercial and tourism 

development in Mui Wo. In the Sam Heung area, three villages were established in the Qing dynasty. 

The villagers were engaged mainly in farming, and some supplemented this with fishing. Pak Mong 

Dou (Pak Mong Fairway, ) was founded in the Sam Heung area during the Qing dynasty, and 

there was once a market known as Ham Wai () in Tai Ho Wan ( ) before the Second 

World War, which served as a key transport hub and trading centre on Lantau Island. Both roles were 

subsequently taken over by Mui Wo. The Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area is geographically secluded 

and relatively inaccessible. Mong Tung Wan ( ) was inhabited by the Fanôs, who made a living 

by farming, supplemented with fishing. In Shap Long ( ), Lung Mei ( ) and Tai Long (

), there were branches of the clans in Pui O.3 The Shap Long Chung Hau ( ) area was 

populated mainly by Hoklo people, who were farmers, and boat people ( ), who took shelter 

there during typhoons. Residents in some of the small bays along the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula also 

farmed. 

 

Some historic buildings remain in the study area, seven of which were assessed as Grade 2 

historic buildings by the Antiquities Advisory Board (AAB), including the Yuenôs Mansion 

Compound in Mui Wo (six items) and the Watchtower in Pak Mong Tsuen, and three of which were 

assessed as Grade 3 historic buildings, including the Watchtower in Luk Tei Tong ( ), the 

Watchtower in Tai Ho, and the Entrance Gate at Pak Mong Tsuen. As for the archaeological heritage, 

various sites in the study area are listed as ñSites of Archaeological Interest in Hong Kongò. The 

ñBoundary Stone of the Li House Bearing an Inscription ̪ ̫ (The Taxable Land of 

the Li Feudal Estate)ò in Mui Wo is included in the ñList of Government Historic Sites Identified by 

AMOò. In addition to the buildings and sites included in the government lists, buildings constructed 

with traditional building techniques remain in the study area, such as mudbrick houses and stone 

houses. 

 

Regarding intangible cultural heritage, despite the rapid development of the study area and the 

departure of many villagers, careful investigation has revealed some of the traditional living culture. 

In terms of religious beliefs, folk beliefs flourished in the study area, with villagers and fishermen 

establishing temples such as the Man Mo Temple ( ), Pak Tai Temple ( ), Hung Shing 

Temple ( ), Kwun Yum Pavilion ( ), Tin Hau Temple ( ) and Tai Wong 

Temple ( ). In some cases, the birthdays of the deities are still celebrated. Pak Ngan Heung 

( ), in the Mui Wo area, is one of the few villages in Hong Kong that still holds the Pa Tin Gei 

( ) ceremony. There are also traces of both Christian and Catholic churches in the study area. 

As for traditional craftsmanship, some villagers in the study area still practise the traditional skills of 

making cha kwo (steamed sticky rice dumplings, ), zaap ci (glutinous rice dumplings, ), 

rice dumplings with lye ( ), dry rice dumpling crumbs ( ), and rice cakes, to name but 

a few. Also, some villagers still practise farming and fishing methods. 

 

Within the study area, Sam Heung is self-contained, with limited public transport services, so 

it has preserved some of its traditional appearance. Mui Wo has well-developed public transport 

 

3 Shap Long ( ) is written in different forms in Chinese, which is also known as ̪ ̫,̪ ̫, or̪ ̫. 
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facilities and has undergone reclamation, so its commercial and tourism developments are 

comparatively vibrant, and many have been reconstructed. The Chi Ma Wan Peninsula is a remote 

area with limited public transport services, so many villagers moved to the urban regions, leaving 

many parts of the area deserted, though some parts are currently being reconstructed. Overall, the 

study area has retained a considerable amount of its cultural and historical characteristics, which are 

complemented by the cultural landscapes and natural resources in the area. 
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Potential and Challenges 

An analysis of the information obtained in the baseline studies indicate the following major 

potential and challenges of conservation and revitalisation in the three main areas: 

 Potential Challenges 

Sam Heung Well-preserved village setting Villages with varying degrees of 

acceptance to visitors 

Some buildings have deteriorated 

due to lack of maintenance 

Mui Wo Area  Convenient transportation, 

numerous accommodation 

options, well-preserved village 

setting 

Chi Ma Wan Peninsula Area Natural landscape 

 

Overall, in the study area, there are cycle tracks and hiking trails, the transport networks have 

development potential, and there are items with intangible cultural value that have potential for 

cultural and historical conservation. However, the degree of acceptance to visitors varies amongst 

different villages, and some buildings have deteriorated due to lack of maintenance, so there is a need 

for the villagersô support and the exploration of favourable modes of cooperation. 

Recommendations for Cultural and Historical Conservation 

Two Major General Objectives for Conservation and Revitalisation in Southeast Lantau 

1. Follow the planning principles in the ñSustainable Lantau Blueprintò and the ñLantau 

Conservation and Recreation Masterplanò, and formulate conservation and revitalisation 

strategies in accordance with the characteristics of each area. 

2. Formulate preliminary cultural and historical conservation strategies for the Sam Heung, Mui 

Wo and Chi Ma Wan Peninsula areas, depending on their condition. The goal is to enhance the 

understanding among both local villagers and the public of the local culture, heritage and 

traditional life, and explore various ways to establish connections with the surrounding areas and 

investigate possibilities for sustainable development of these areas. 

Specific Recommendations on Cultural and Historical Conservation and Revitalisation in Sam 

Heung 

1. Based on the high accessibility to Pak Mong Tsuen and Tai Ho San Tsuen by land transport and 

hiking trails, as well as the interviewed villagersô acceptance of visitors, enhance communication 

with the villagers to explore and promote rural cultural activities in Sam Heung to provide the 

general public with a good understanding of the village culture in Sam Heung. 

2. Enable the public to gain a broader understanding and appreciation of the setting of the Hakka 

villages and culture. This will enhance their sense of belonging to the area and encourage the 

inheritance of village culture, thereby revitalising the villages. This will also help the general 

public can understand the need for cultural conservation and recognise the value of the village 

culture. 

Specific Recommendations for Cultural and Historical Conservation and Revitalisation of the 

Mui Wo Area 

1. Mui Wo was once a traditional agrarian community, with mining and salt-making industries. It 

was also a typhoon shelter for fishermen. Commercial activity flourished in Chung Hau. Mui 

Wo has preserved its rural characteristics until the present. Enhance the introduction of rural 
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cultural and historical features in the area, enabling people in the local community, including 

young villagers, to gain a deeper understanding of the evolution of Mui Wo over the decades. 

This would foster a better understanding of its cultural and historical resources, enhance the sense 

of belonging in the area, and promote the inheritance of its traditional culture and customs. 

2. Take advantage of the accessibility, mobility and openness of Mui Wo to deepen the publicôs 

understanding of lesser-known aspects of the village culture and history of the Mui Wo area. 

With the involvement of people in the local community, promote urban-rural interaction and 

integration. 

3. Adopt diverse and dynamic revitalisation strategies in the Mui Wo area, incorporating elements 

of commerce, tourism, cultural exchange, local festive events, and ecology to attract the public 

and help them understand the various features of Mui Wo. 

Specific Recommendations for Cultural and Historical Conservation and Revitalisation in the 

Chi Ma Wan Peninsula Area 

1. The Chi Ma Wan Peninsula offers a beautiful natural environment. The layout of traditional 

villages along the bays remains in a good condition, and include a few well-preserved historical 

buildings and structures, such as shrines and temples. Connect the existing hiking trail with the 

surrounding natural and cultural resources and provide information about the cultural and natural 

features in the area to enable the public to deeply experience the unique features of the Chi Ma 

Wan Peninsula. 

2. The Chi Ma Wan Country Trail, which connects Pui O in the northwest and Mui Wo in the 

northeast has many campsites and accommodations and it has the potential to become a cultural 

and historical tour route. 

Revitalisation of the Village Schools in Sam Heung, the Mui Wo Area and the Chi Ma Wan 

Peninsula Area 

1. Two vacant village schools, which are near villages and a hiking trail, have revitalisation 

potential. They could serve as gathering points and venues for organising inter-village or other 

public activities. 
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1 
INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background 

Lantau Island has undergone rapid development in recent years, especially North Lantau, 

where many major commercial and housing development projects are being planned, have 

commenced or have been completed. Some examples are the Hong KongïZhuhaiïMacau Bridge 

(HZMB), HZMB Hong Kong Port, Tuen MunïChek Lap Kok Link, Tung Chung New Town 

Extension, Siu Ho Wan Depot Development, and Three-Runway System of Hong Kong International 

Airport. These developments have brought massive changes to the positioning and potential of 

Lantau Island. Lantau also has rich natural and cultural resources, which require comprehensive 

conservation and management for the public to appreciate and enjoy. In January 2014, the 

Government formed the Lantau Development Advisory Committee (the LanDAC) to seek advice on 

the economic and social development opportunities of Lantau Island and to develop policies and 

specific plans for the sustainable development and conservation of Lantau Island. 

 

The LanDAC published the first phase report, titled ñSpace for Allò, in January 2016, 

introducing the proposed vision, strategic positioning and planning principles for the future 

development of Lantau Island, with initial major proposals covering spatial planning and land use, 

strategic traffic and transport infrastructure, recreation and tourism, social development, and 

preliminary short-term improvement measures. The ñSpace for Allò report advocates the need to 

formulate suitable measures to encourage conservation on Lantau Island. To strike a balance between 

conservation and development, it suggested enhancing conservation and better utilising the natural 

resources of Lantau Island. A three-month public consultation was held by the Government on the 

development of Lantau Island, which found that the public supported the conservation and better 

utilisation of the public resources on Lantau Island. The public also expressed concern about the lack 

of a clear commitment and concrete proposals for strengthening conservation.  

 

In response to the views of the LanDAC and the public, the Government announced the 

ñSustainable Lantau Blueprintò, published in July 2017, which was formulated under the principle 

of providing a balance between development and conservation to guide the future development and 

conservation of Lantau Island. The report mapped out the direction of ñDevelopment in the North, 

Conservation for the Southò. The Blueprint stated that the valuable natural and cultural resources of 

Lantau Island would be conserved. In December 2017, the Civil Engineering and Development 

Department set up the Sustainable Lantau Office (SLO), which is responsible for the planning, 

assessment, design and implementation of development and conservation initiatives of Lantau Island. 

In the 2018 Policy Address, the Government proposed the ñconservation to precede developmentò 

direction to promote and implement rural conservation on Lantau Island, as well as to maintain and 

enhance livelihood of remote villages and communities. It also announced the establishment of the 

HK$1 billion ñLantau Conservation Fundò and to carry out minor local improvement works in 

various villages and communities to support the conservation measures. 
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The SLO began conducting a cultural and historical study for the villages in each Lantau area 

in phases in 2019 and 2020. The findings will serve as a reference for the Government when 

conducting Lantau Island development.  

1.2 Objectives 

The main purposes of this study are to explore, identify and assess the historical and cultural 

significance of Mui Wo ( ) and surrounding areas, and to recommend suitable conservation 

strategies to promote the sustainable development of the whole area. This report will serve as a basis 

for further village revitalisation and the subsequent formulation of development in Mui Wo and the 

surrounding areas by the Government. Subsequently, this study will establish a cultural and historical 

database for Lantau Island. 

1.3 Study Area 

The study area covers areas in central-east part of Lantau from north to south. To present each 

areaôs condition clearly, the areas are divided into three parts: Sam Heung (the three villages, ), 

the Mui Wo area and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area ( ) (Fig. 1ïFig. 2). 

 

Fig. 1. Study Area 
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Fig. 2. The three sub-areas in the study area 

Sam Heung 

The Mui Wo Area 

 

The Chi Ma Wan 

Peninsula Area 
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1.4 Research Methodology  

1.4.1 Desktop Study 

The existing condition and background information of the study area were investigated 

through desktop study. The existing condition investigation included information on land use 

planning, infrastructure, transportation networks, landscape characteristics and resources, 

environmental conditions, recent development projects, and future large-scale development 

planning. 

 

Regarding background research, it discusses mainly the historical evolution, historical 

connotation, and cultural characteristics of the villages in Mui Wo and the surrounding areas, from 

both macro and micro perspectives. It discusses the history and culture of the entire study area down 

to every sub-area and every village, and then identifies and investigates both the tangible and 

intangible cultural and historical resources of each village. 

1.4.2 Site Visit  

Site visits were conducted in the areas to better understand the past and present of the study 

areas through observation and oral interviews and to identify and photo-record the cultural and 

historical resources in the area. 

1.4.3 Information Analysis 

The existing condition, background information and data obtained through site visits were 

consolidated and analysed to identify sites or areas with historical and cultural significance in the 

study area, and to identify the potential and challenges within the area. Corresponding short-, 

medium- and long-term conservation strategies for the study area were formulated according to 

international conservation principles. 

1.5 Content 

1. Baseline Study 

Á Collecting information on the present condition of the villages in Mui Wo and the 

surrounding areas, including the geographical environment, planning, land use, 

demographics, building usage, environmental condition, infrastructure and transport 

network 

Á Collecting background information on the villages in the three sub-areas, including 

history, archaeology, cultural heritage, geography, customs and practices, products and 

myths 

Á Collecting information on the present condition of the villages, surrounding 

environment and cultural and historical resources in site visits 

2. Potential and Challenges 

Á The main historical and cultural characteristics of the study area 

Á The potential and challenges of the study area 
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3. Conservation and Revitalisation Recommendations 

Á Major issues related to the restoration, enhancement and promotion of the potential 

cultural and historical significance of the study area 

Á Major directions and guidelines recommended for conservation and revitalisation 

Á Short-, medium- and long-term recommendations for conservation and revitalisation, 

including but not limited to cultural and historical conservation proposals, sustainable 

development opportunities, conservation methods for buildings, village revitalisation 

themes, and enhancing the living environment. 

1.6 Research Limitations 

The study area of this report is relatively remote, and there is no direct access to public 

transportation in many places, so it is relatively inconvenient to visit. The research therefore relied 

mainly on desktop study. For primary sources, old newspapers, government documents, 

archaeological reports, old photos, old videos, and Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association (KAAA) 

documents were collected. For secondary sources, the research team relied mainly on historical 

literature, academic journals and other publications, local chronicles, travel books and records from 

hikers. 

 

In respect of primary sources, the existing government documents available and the KAAA 

documents are essential but incomplete. It was also difficult to get access to some of the 

archaeological reports. Also, some of the places in the study area are rather remote traditional 

villages, so they have not had many visitors over the years, and there are not many photo or video 

records. 

 

In respect of secondary sources, there is a lack of historical literature related to the study area, 

including academic articles in journals and other academic publications. Therefore, the only helpful 

sources for the remote areas are old travel books and records from hikers. 

 

In addition to desktop study, the research team conducted site visits and interviews, but faced 

some limitations. They interviewed mainly villagers from the Sam Heung and Mui Wo areas. 

However, the study area of this report covers many villages, but the research team could not reach 

all the stakeholders from the villagers. The information about some clans and groups still needs to 

be supplemented. For Our Lady of Joy Abbey, as the clergy were anchorites and seldom came in 

contact other members of the community, some information was not available. Except for villages 

in the Shap Long areas and Tai Long Tsuen, many villages in the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula were 

abandoned. Most of the villagers had left the study area, so the research team could contact only a 

small number of villagers from the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula. In addition, many native villagers who 

were familiar with the history and development of the villages had passed away or were too old to 

be interviewed. 

 



2| The Historical Context of Mui Wo and Its Adjacent Areas 

7 

founding of new villages: Luk Tsuen ( ), Tung Wan Tau Tsuen ( ), Tsoi Yuen Tsuen (

) and Kiu Tau Tsuen ( ), for example. As for the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula, inhabitants 

from Pui O ( ) thrived in the areas of Shap Long ( ), Lung Mei ( ) and Tai Long ( ). 

Therefore, the composition of the villages and villagers in Mui Wo and its adjacent areas underwent 

a significant change.  

 

In the 1950s, ferry routes were established, and accessibility to Mui Wo from the rest of Hong 

Kong greatly improved, making it a popular spot for urban residents to vacation and bathe in the sea. 

The growing tourism and commerce provided the population of Mui Wo with more varied 

opportunities to earn a living, as they no longer depended solely on traditional fishing and farming. 

The growing variety of transport to and around Mui Wo attracted people from the urban areas to 

reside and set up businesses there. It was thus transformed from an agricultural-based region that 

attracted mainly immigrants, farmers and fishermen to a region that encouraged the symbiosis of 

farming, fishing, commerce and tourism. 

 

Fig. 3. The two names Daai Hou Saan and Mui Wo Tsuen emerged in the Great Record of Guangdong7 

  

 

7 ̨ ̩ 940̢  
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2.2 Land Use Planning and Utilisation  

2.2.1 Land Use Planning  

2.2.1.1 Statutory Plans 

The zoning areas of Sam Heung, the Mui Wo area and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area in the 

study area are located within the land covered by the following Statutory Plans: 

Á ñTai Ho Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-TH/1ò (Fig. 4) 

Á ñMui Wo Fringe Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-MWF/10ò (Fig. 5) 

Á ñMui Wo North Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-MWN / 2ò (Fig. 6) 

Á ñSouth Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Plan No. S/SLC/21ò (Fig. 7) 

 

These Statutory Plans are attached with a set of ñNotesò, which show the types of uses or 

developments that are always permitted within the Planning Scheme Area and in particular zones, 

and the various uses or developments that require application to the Town Planning Board (TPB) for 

permission. 
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2.2.1.2 Sam Heung 

The Sam Heung zoning area has multiple zoning uses for planning development. On one hand, 

it is zoned mainly as ñGreen Beltò; and on the other hand, it is zoned as ñVillage Type Developmentò, 

ñConservation Areaò, ñSite of Special Scientific Interestò and ñGovernment, Institution or 

Communityò (Fig. 4). 

 

Fig. 4. ñTai Ho Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-TH/1ò8 

  

 

8 ñTai Ho Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-TH/1,ò Town Planning Board Statutory Planning Portal 2, accessed July 18, 2022, 

https://www2.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/gos/default.aspx?planno=S%2fH1%2f22&lang=1#. 
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2.2.1.3 The Mui Wo Area  

According to the Outline Zoning Plan of the TPB, the Mui Wo Fringe has many types of land 

uses. Most of the area is zoned ñGreen Beltò, followed by ñAgricultureò, ñVillage Type 

Developmentò, ñResidential (Group D)ò, and then ñRecreationò (Fig. 5). 

 

Fig. 5. ñMui Wo Fringe Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-MWF/10ò9 

  

 

9 ñMui Wo Fringe Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-MWF/10,ò Town Planning Board Statutory Planning Portal 2, accessed 

March 28, 2022, https://www1.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/gos/default.aspx?planno=S%2fSLC%2f21&lang=1#. 
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Mui Wo North and the surrounding areas are zoned mainly ñGreen Beltò, followed by 

ñAgricultureò, ñVillage Type Developmentò, ñRecreationò, and then ñOpen Spaceò (Fig. 6). 

 

Fig. 6. ñMui Wo North Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-MWN / 2ò10 

2.2.1.4 The Chi Ma Wan Peninsula Area 

According to the ñSouth Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Planò, Shap Long and the Chi Ma Wan 

Peninsula area, south of Mui Wo, are zoned mainly ñCountry Parkò; other parts are zoned ñGreen 

Beltò, ñVillage Type Developmentò ñGovernment, or Institution or Communityò (Fig. 7ïFig. 8). 

 

Fig. 7. ñSouth Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Plan No. S/SLC/21ò (the blue frame indicates the area showed 

in Fig. 8)11 

 

10 ñMui Wo North Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-MWN/2,ò Town Planning Board Statutory Planning Portal 2, accessed 

March 28, 2022, https://www1.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/gos/default.aspx?planno=S%2fSLC%2f21&lang=1#. 

11 ñSouth Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Plan No. S/SLC/21,ò Town Planning Board Statutory Planning Portal 2, accessed 

July 3, 2022, https://www1.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/gos/default.aspx?planno=S%2fSLC%2f21&lang=1#. 
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Fig. 8. ñSouth Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Plan No. S/SLC/21ò (portion)12 

  

 

12 ñSouth Lantau Coast Outline Zoning Plan No. S/SLC/21,ò Town Planning Board Statutory Planning Portal 2, accessed 

July 3, 2022, https://www1.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/gos/default.aspx?planno=S%2fSLC%2f21&lang=1#. 
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2.2.2 Major Land Use  

In Sam Heung land uses, except the major uses such as ñWoodlandò, ñShrublandò and 

ñGrasslandò that can be seen in Mui Wo and surrounding areas, it has several pieces of land for 

ñAgricultureò and ñMangrove/Swampò concentrated at the coastal area. Besides, Sam Heung has 

concentrated ñRural Settlementò, ñCemeteries and Crematoriaò facilities. Additionally, several 

pieces of vacant land or land that currently conducting construction works are in Tai Ho San Tsuen. 

 

In the Mui Wo area, the major land uses are ñWoodlandò, ñShrublandò and ñGrasslandò, 

followed by ñLeisure and Recreationalò. There are also various land allocations in Chung Hau and 

along the coastline (Fig. 9ïFig. 10). 

 

In the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area, the major land uses are ñWoodlandò, ñShrublandò and 

ñGrasslandò. ñAgricultureò is concentrated mainly in Shap Long, Tai Long and Mong Tong Wan. 

Along the coast of the peninsula are ñRocky Shoreò and a dispersed ñMangrove/ Swampò. In the 

study area, the Shap Long area is the most flourishing part of the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula. There is a 

large section of land zoned ñAgricultureò land concentrated on the coast and dispersed on the hillside 

of the ñRural Settlementsò, a well-structured system of ñRoads and Transport Facilitiesò, and areas 

classified as ñPublic Residentialò and ñGovernment, Institutional and Communityò (Fig. 11). 
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Fig. 9. Land use in Sam Heung13 

 

13  ñLand Utilization in Hong Kong,ò Planning Department, accessed March 28, 2022, 

https://www.pland.gov.hk/pland_tc/info_serv/open_data/landu/index.html#!. 
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Fig. 10. Land use around Mui Wo14 

  

 

14 ñLand Utilization in Hong Kong.ò 
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Fig. 11. Land use around Chi Ma Wan Peninsula15 

  

 

15 ñLand Utilization in Hong Kong.ò 
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2.2.3 Types of Premises and Community Facilities 

Following is a brief description of the types of premises, properties and distribution of 

community facilities for each land use in the main areas. Compared to those of other regions on 

Lantau Island, such as Yi O ( ) and Fan Lau ( ), Mui Woôs community facilities are adequate, 

but some of the services rely on neighbouring areas, such as facilities in Tung Chung. In the Chi Ma 

Wan Peninsula there are several locations along the coast with either ñPrivate Residentialò or ñRural 

Settlementò buildings, but the area lacks community facilities, and the level of development is lower 

than that in the Mui Wo sub-area. Village development in the Sam Heung sub-area was historical, so 

it remains in the ñRural settlementò zone, with only basic community facilities, such as lamp posts 

and public toilets. 

2.2.3.1 Premises 

2.2.3.1.1 Residential  

In the Sam Heung sub-area, the residential buildings are mainly ñPrivate Residentialò village 

houses concentrated in the Sam Heung villages, including the Pak Mong Tsuen, Ngau Kwu Long 

Tsuen and Tai Ho Tsuen, Tin Liu Tsuen ( ) areas (Table 1).  

 

Despite the remote location of Mui Wo, it has a good network of highways and water transport, 

thus providing potential for more tourism development. Many residential buildings have been built 

and are being developed in Mui Wo, concentrating in the central area around the pier and bus 

terminal. In addition to the village houses, there are Home Ownership Scheme housing and smaller-

scale, lower density ñOutlying Islands Village Public Housingò, such as Ngan Ho Court () 

and Ngan Wan Estate ( ), respectively. There are village houses and temporary structures at 

the fringe of Mui Wo, some of which have been abandoned or remain idle (Table 1). 

 

The residential buildings in the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula sub-area are mostly village houses 

concentrated along the coast, including the Wang Tong ( )16, Shap Long, Cheung Sha Wan (

), Tai Long, Yi Long ( ) and Mong Tung Wan ( ) areas. Yi Long has low-density 

private housing ï Sea Ranch ï and Mong Tung Wan has holiday flats and hostels (Table 1). 

  

 

16 Wang Tong is also known as Mang Tong ( ). 
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Sub-area Land Use  Type of Residence 

Sam Heung Rural Settlement  

Private Residential 

Village Houses (privately constructed) 

Mui Wo  Rural Settlement 

Private Residential 

Public Residential  

Village Houses (privately constructed) 

Low-rise, Low-density Residential Developments 

Public Rental Housing (public housing)  

Home Ownership Scheme (HOS)  

Chi Ma Wan Peninsula  Rural Settlement  

Private Residential  

Village Houses (privately constructed) 

Low-rise, Low-density Residential Developments 

Table 1. Types of residential buildings in Sam Heung, the Mui Wo area and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula 

area 
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2.2.3.1.2 Schools 

In the Sam Heung sub-area, there is only one vacant school, Pak Mong School, which ceased 

operations (Table 2). 

 

In the Mui Wo sub-area, there are several operating kindergartens and primary schools, but no 

secondary schools. The area has two vacant schools, Wong Kung Tin School, located in Wong Kung 

Tin, and New Territories Heung Yee Kuk Southern District Secondary School, located near the 

Silvermine Bay Ferry Pier17 (Table 2). 

 

In the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula, Christian Zheng Sheng College serves teenagers who are 

recovering from drug addiction. There are two vacant schools, Shap Long School and Mong Tung 

Wan School (Table 2). 

Sub-areas Name of 

Schools 

Managing 

Departments 

Recommended Uses (as at December 

2023) 

Current 

condition 

Sam 

Heung 

Pak Mong 

School 

ï Not yet included on the List of Vacant 

School Premises Sites Reviewed under 

the Central Clearing House Mechanism 

by the Planning Department 

Ceased 

Operation 

Mui Wo  New Territories 

Heung Yee Kuk 

Southern District 

Secondary 

School 

Lands 

Department  

The Planning Department planned for 

residential development18 

Ceased 

Operation 

Wong Kung Tin 

School 

Lands 

Department  

The Planning Department suggested it to 

be Government / Institution or 

Community uses, and included it in 

Category 3 on the List of Vacant School 

Premises Sites ï vacant school premise 

sites on government land that can have 

short-term uses by the non-governmental 

organisations or social enterprises when 

processing pending implementation of 

long-term uses19 

Ceased 

Operation 

Mui Wo School Management 

Committee of 

Mui Wo School 

ï Still 

operating 

Lick Hang 

Kindergarten 

(Main School) 

Private 

Independent 

Kindergarten  

ï Still 

operating 

Lick Hang 

Kindergarten 

(Leafy Branch) 

Private 

Independent 

Kindergarten 

ï Still 

operating 

 

17 ̦ ̧ 2021 5 10 2021 6

10 https://www.pland.gov.hk/pland_en/info_serv/vsp/pdf_en/VSP_full_list.pdf̢ 

18 ̦ ̧̢ 

19 ̦ ̧̢ 
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Sub-areas Name of 

Schools 

Managing 

Departments 

Recommended Uses (as at December 

2023) 

Current 

condition 

Ashville 

International 

Kindergarten 

(Lantau Island) 

Private 

Independent 

Kindergarten 

ï Still 

operating 

Little Lantau 

Montessori 

Kindergarten 

Private 

Independent 

Kindergarten 

ï Still 

operating 

Silvermine Bay 

School 

Private 

Independent 

Primary School 

ï Still 

operating 

Chi Ma 

Wan 

Peninsula  

Christian Zheng 

Sheng College 

Christian Zheng 

Sheng 

Association 

ï Still 

operating 

Mong Tung Wan 

School 

ï Not yet included on the List of Vacant 

School Premises Sites Reviewed under 

the Central Clearing House Mechanism 

by the Planning Department 

Ceased 

Operation 

Shap Long 

School  

Lands 

Department  

The Planning Department suggested it to 

be Government / Institution or 

Community uses, and included it in 

Category 1(b) on the List of Vacant 

School Premises Sites ï vacant school 

premise sites on government land that 

have already been put to short-term uses 

pending implementation of long-term 

uses. The Government have granted the 

license.20 

Ceased 

Operation 

Tai Long School ï ï Ceased 

Operation 

Table 2. School situation in Sam Heung, the Mui Wo area and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area  

  

 

20 ̦ ̧̢ 



2| The Historical Context of Mui Wo and Its Adjacent Areas 

21 

2.2.3.2 Healthcare 

There are public and private medical clinics within the study area. The Mui Wo Clinic offers 

general out-patient clinic services, but it does not provide advanced medical services. The closest 

hospitals are St. John Hospital, on Cheung Chau, and North Lantau Hospital, in Tung Chung. 

Discovery Bay, Tai O and Cheung Chau, which are in the vicinity of the study area, also have clinics 

providing basic medical services (Table 3). 

Type Facilities  Address 

Clinics / Health Centres 

under the Department of 

Health  

Mui Wo Maternal and 

Child Health Centres  

1/F, Mui Wo Clinic, 2 Ngan Kwong Wan Road, 

Mui Wo, Lantau Island21 

Mui Wo General Out-

patient Clinic 

G/F and 1/F, Mui Wo Government Offices, 2 

Ngan Kwong Wan Road, Mui Wo, Lantau 

Island 

Privately Owned Chinese 

Medicine Clinic 

YKK Chinese Medicine 

Clinic (Mui Wo) 

Shop 13, G/F, Silver Plaza, 8 Chung Shing 

Street, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

Privately Owned Clinics  Dr. Kwok Ka Cheong  M/F, Block C, Grandview Mansion, 11 Mui 

Wo Ferry Pier Road, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

Dr. Cheung Kam Hon  H2, 39 Mui Wo Chung Hau Street, Lantau 

Island 

Table 3. Medical facilities around the study area22 

2.2.3.3 Education  

There are a number of kindergartens and primary schools in operation in the study area, all 

located in the Mui Wo sub-area, but there are no secondary schools in operation (Table 2). For the 

list of schools in other regions of Lantau Island, refer to the ñSchool Lists by Districtò under the 

Education Bureau and the GeoInfo Map (Category: ñEducationò).23 

  

 

21 The character̪ ̫ equates with the character̪ ̫. This report adopts the character ̪ ̫ other than proper place 

names. 

22  ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14

https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

23 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/student-

parents/sch-info/sch-search/schlist-by-district/school-list-i.html ̦ ̧ 2022

6 13 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  
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2.2.3.4 Burial Ground Sites 

There are many permitted burial ground sites in the study area for indigenous residents to use 

under ñThe Policy of Hillside Burialò to curb the problem of illegal hillside graves.24 The following 

maps show the permitted burial ground sites in Mui Wo (Fig. 12), Chi Ma Wan Peninsula (Fig. 13) 

and Sam Heung (Fig. 14).25  

 

Fig. 12. Permitted burial ground sites in Mui Wo and the surrounding areas26 

 

24 ̦  ̧ 2022 7 5

https://www.ombudsman.hk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/DI248_Annex_2_C_0.pdf̢ 

25  ̦  ̧ 2022 3 31

https://www.had.gov.hk/tc/burial_ground/island.htm6̢ 

26 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

Legend  

Permitted burial ground sites 
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Fig. 13. Permitted burial ground sites in the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area27 

 

27 ̦ ̧̢ 

Legend  

Permitted burial ground sites 
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Fig. 14. Permitted burial ground sites in Sam Heung28 

2.2.3.5 Community Facilities 

Mui Wo has several privately owned community halls and community centres (Fig. 15), a 

public library (Fig. 16), and a public market (Fig. 17). There are public toilets in the area (Fig. 18) at 

Silvermine Bay Pier, Pak Ngan Heung, Mui Wo Kau Tsuen and Chung Hau and so on. There is a 

public refuse collection point on Ngan Shu Street (Fig. 22). Mui Wo also has leisure venues, 

including a swimming pool, beach and sports centre (Fig. 21). There are a lot of public toilets in the 

Chi Ma Wan Peninsula (Fig. 19). In Sam Heung, there are public toilets in two villages (Fig. 20), 

and in Tai Ho Wan, there is a refuse collection point (Fig. 23).  

 

28 ̦ ̧̢ 

Legend  

Permitted burial ground sites 
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2.2.3.5.1 Community Halls and Community Centres  

 

Fig. 15. Location map of community halls and community centres in Mui Wo29 

  

 

29 ̦ : ( ) ̧ 2023 9 25 

https://www.swd.gov.hk/tc/pubsvc/district/cwsi/infobook3/̢ 
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2.2.3.5.2 Public Libraries (including mobile libraries)  

 

Fig. 16. Location map of Mui Wo Public Library 30 

2.2.3.5.3 Public Markets 

 

Fig. 17. Location map of the Mui Wo Market31 

 

30 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

31 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  
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2.2.3.5.4 Public Toilets  

 

Fig. 18. Location map of public toilets in the Mui Wo  area32 

 

Fig. 19. Location map of public toilets in the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area33 

 

32 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

33 ̦ ̧̢ 
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Fig. 20. Location map of public toilets around Sam Heung34 

 

34 ̦ ̧̢ 



2| The Historical Context of Mui Wo and Its Adjacent Areas 

29 

2.2.3.5.5 Leisure Venues  

 

Fig. 21. Location map of public leisure venues in Mui Wo35 

  

 

35 ̦ ̧̡̦ ̧̡̦ ̧̡̦ ̧ 2023 9 30

https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  
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2.2.3.5.6 Public Refuse Collection Points 

 

Fig. 22. Location map of refuse collection points in Mui Wo36 

 

36 ̦ ̧ 2022 3 31

https://www.fehd.gov.hk/tc_chi/map/refuse/refuse_pt.html?mapID=194&type=refuse̢ 



2| The Historical Context of Mui Wo and Its Adjacent Areas 

31 

 

Fig. 23. Location map of refuse collection point in Sam Heung37 

2.2.3.6 Campsites  

There are no campsites designated by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 

(AFCD) is in the study area of Mui Wo, but there are three campsites in the east and southeast parts 

of Lantau Island: Nam Shan ( ) Campsite, Pak Fu Tin ( ) Campsite and Shap Long 

Campsite. There are many campsites on Lantau Island, concentrated mainly in the southwest area 

(Table 4, Fig. 24). 

 Nam Shan Campsite Pak Fu Tin Campsite Shap Long Campsite 

Category Large Small  Small 

Location Nam Shan, Lantau South 

Country Park 

Pak Fu Tin, Lantau South 

Country Park 

Shap Long, Lantau South 

Country Park 

Facilities  Pavilion, barbeque pits, 

tables and benches, drains, 

clothing lines, cooking 

places, camping platforms, 

bathrooms and flush toilets 

with sinks 

Barbeque pits, tables and 

benches, drains, clothing 

lines, and a dry toilet pit 

Barbeque pits, benches, 

drains, clothing lines and a 

dry toilet pit 

Source of 

Water 

Tap  Stream water (seasonal 

supply; campers must bring 

their own water)  

Stream water (seasonal 

supply; campers must bring 

their own water) 

 

37 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  
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Highlights The largest barbeque area in 

Lantau Country Parks. Its 

extensive grassland can 

accommodate more than 100 

picnickers. The Nam Shan 

Viewing Point, on a hill not 

far from the campsite, offers 

a panoramic view of Mui 

Wo and Pui O Bay. 

Mui Wo Valley is a wok-

shaped section of flat land, 

surrounded by mountains. 

There are five villages in the 

valley forming the shape of a 

five-petal plum blossom; 

hence the name ñMui Woò. 

Pui O is called lo bui ou (

) in the historical 

records, and bui o ( ). It 

comprises four villages: Pui 

O Lo Wai Tsuen (

), Pui O San Wai Tsuen 

( ), Lo Uk Tsuen 

( ) and Ham Tin 

Tsuen ( ). Pui O Lo 

Wai Tsuen was built in the 

early Qing dynasty; the 

villagers built gate(s) and 

walls after pirates ransacked 

the area. The villagers are 

believed to have lived 

peacefully after Lo Wai 

Tsuen was completed. 

Table 4. Information on AFCD campsites in the study area38 

  

Fig. 24. Location map of campsites designated by the AFCD in the area surrounding Mui Wo39 

  

 

38  ñCampsites,ò Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, accessed April 1, 2022, 

https://www.afcd.gov.hk/tc_chi/country/cou_vis/cou_vis_cam/cou_vis_cam_cam/cou_vis_cam_cam.html. 

39 ̦ ̧ 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

Nam Shan Campsite 

Pak Fu Tin Campsite 

 

Shap Long Campsite 
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2.3 Infrastructure  

2.3.1 Infrastructures within the study area 

Infrastructures within the study area 

Environmental-

related facilities 

Drainage Services Department Mui Wo Sewage Treatment Works 

Environmental Protection Department Mui Wo Transfer Facility 

Chi Sun Correctional Institution Sewage Treatment Plant 

Chi Ma Wan Correctional Institution Sewage Treatment Plant 

Energy-related 

facilities 

South Lantau Submarine Cable Station 

Tong Fuk Cable Landing Station 

Table 5. Infrastructure in the study area40 

 

Fig. 25. Infrastructure in the study area 

 

40 2022 7 14 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  
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2.4 Transport Networks 

2.4.1 Land Transport  

2.4.1.1 Existing Roads 

Table 6 lists the major roads connected to the study area and roads within the area. Land 

transportation relies mainly on bus routes operated by New Lantao Bus Company (1973) Limited 

(New Lantao Bus) to connect to the rest of Lantau Island. There are four bus routes around Mui Wo, 

connected to Tung Chung, Tong Fuk, Tai O, and Hong KongïZhuhaiïMacao Bridge (HZMB) Hong 

Kong Port; Sam Heung has one bus route connected to Tung Chung and Hong Kong Disneyland; the 

closest bus stop to the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area is in Pui O (Fig. 26, Table 7). 

Sub-area Roads Direction of roads 

Mui Wo area South Lantau Road  Connects Mui Wo and Shek Pik, turning toward Tung Chung 

via Tung Chung Road. 

Fu Kong Shan Road In the vicinity of the Lantau South Division/ Fu Kong Shan 

area, which is connected to South Lantau Road downhill. 

Tung Wan Tau Road From the area around Chung Hau at River Silver to Tung 

Wan Tau along Silver Mine Bay Beach. 

Mui Wo Ferry Pier Road Area around Silvermine Bay Pier, going to the area south of 

Mui Wo  

Ngan Wan Road  Area around Silvermine Bay Pier 

Ngan Kwong Wan Road Area around Silvermine Bay Pier to Chung Hau at River 

Silver 

Ngan Shek Street  Area around Chung Hau at River Silver 

Ngan Shu Street Area around Chung Hau at River Silver 

Mui Wo Chung Hau 

Street 

Area around Chung Hau at River Silver 

Mui Wo Rural 

Committee Road  

Area around Chung Hau at River Silver to East of Tai Tei 

Tong Tsuen 

Chung Shing Street  Area around Chung Hau at River Silver 

Chi Ma Wan 

Peninsula area 

Chi Ma Wan Road  Pui O to Shap Long 

Sam Heung  Cheung Tung Road Sunny Bay to Tung Chung, which is connected to Pak Mong 

via a footpath 

Table 6. Major roads connected to the study area and roads within the area 



2| The Historical Context of Mui Wo and Its Adjacent Areas 

35 

 

Fig. 26. Location map of bus stops on Lantau Island (red dots and the blue frame indicate bus stops and 

the study area, respectively) 

  

South Lantau Road 

Tung Chung Road 

 
Tai O Road 

Cheung Tung Road 
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Sub-area  Bus Route  Major Bus Stop in the 

Study Area 

Sam Heung 36  Tung Chung Tat Tung Road Bus Terminus > 

Disneyland 

Pak Mong Tsuen 

Mui Wo Market 

Silver View Centre 

Ngan Wan Estate 

Mui Wo Cooked Food 

Market  

Mui Wo Police Station  

Silver Mine Bay Water 

Treatment Works  

Silvermine Bay Pier 

Lai Chi Yuen  

Disneyland > Tung Chung Tat Tung Road 

Bus Terminus 

Mui Wo 1 Silvermine Bay Pier > Tai O 

Tai O > Silvermine Bay Pier 

2 Silvermine Bay Pier > Ngong Ping 

Ngong Ping > Silvermine Bay Pier 

4 Silvermine Bay Pier > Tong Fuk  

Tong Fuk > Silvermine Bay Pier 

3M Silvermine Bay Pier > Tung Chung Station 

Bus Terminus  

Tung Chung Station Bus Terminus > 

Silvermine Bay Pier 

A35 Silvermine Bay Pier > HZMB Hong Kong 

Port  

HZMB Hong Kong Port > Silvermine Bay 

Pier 

Table 7. Transport facilities within the study area41 

2.4.1.2 Car Park 

Car parks and on-street parking spaces in the study area are available mainly in Mui Wo, which 

is convenient for visitors driving to Mui Wo. Sam Heung and the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula do not have 

any car parks or on-street parking spaces; the only area near Sam Heung where parking is allowed is 

Tung Chung, and the only area near the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula that allows on-street parking space 

is Pui O (Fig. 27ïFig. 28). 

 

41 The operating plan above represents the operations of the New Lantao Bus as of September 2023. It does not include 

overnight services, special routes, and special services operated on specified day only. (1973)

2022 12 12 https://www.nlb.com.hk/̢  
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Fig. 27. Location map of car parks on Lantau Island42 

 

42 ̦ ðð ̧ 2023 2 21 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  
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Fig. 28. Location map of on-street parking spaces on Lantau Island43 

2.4.1.3 Hiking Trail 

In addition to roads for vehicles, there are many hiking trails in the study area for people to 

commute around the rest of Lantau Island (Fig. 29), including the following: (i) the ñIslands Nature 

Heritage Trailò ï Mui Wo Section, which is seven kilometres long, from Mui Wo to Tung Chung 

MTR station, via Ngau Kwu Long Tsuen, Tai Ho San Tsuen and Pak Mong Tsuen in Sam Heung. It 

was repaired and is monitored by the Government and is part of the ñTung Mui Ancient Trailò, 

renamed the ñHong Kong Olympic Trailò44; (ii) the Lantau Trail Section 1, from Mui Wo to Nam 

Shan; (iii) the Lantau Trail Section 12, which begins in Mui Wo, and passes through places such as 

Lantau Peak and Sunset Peak. The goes through the north part of Chi Ma Wan Peninsula (Fig. 30); 

(iv) the Chi Ma Wan Country Trail goes through the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula. 

 

43 ̦ ̧ 2023 2 21 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

44 ̨ ̩ 2010 51̢  
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Fig. 29. Trails within the study area45 

 

45 ̦ ðð ̧ 2023 9 7 https://www.map.gov.hk/gm/̢  

Legend 

Hiking Trails 
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Fig. 30. Trails around Mui Wo  

  

Legend 

Islands Nature Heritage Trail ï Mui Wo Section 

Lantau Trail Section 1 

Lantau Trail Section 12 
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2.4.2 Water Transport  

2.4.2.1 Ferry Piers 

Ferry Piers Ferry Route 

Tai Shui Hang Pier 

(near Our Lady of 

Joy Abbey) 

Shuttle between Nim Shue Wan, Peng Chau and Our Lady of Joy Abbey by Peng 

Chau kaito. 

Man Kok Tsui Pier  Self-arranged boats for private travel 

Mui Wo Vehicular 

Ferry Landing  

Shuttle between the North Point Vehicular Ferry Pier and the Mui Wo Vehicular 

Ferry Landing by the Hongkong and Yaumati Ferry, only for vehicles carrying 

dangerous goods. Service is available only by appointment. 

Silvermine Bay 

Ferry Pier 

Ferry service from Central (Pier No. 6) via ordinary ferry and fast ferry; and service 

between Peng Chau, Mui Wo, Chi Ma Wan and Cheung Chau by hand-pulled ferry 

Former Mui Wo 

Fireboat Pier 

Ceased operation 

Lantau Island Ha 

Keng Pier 

Self-arranged boats for private travel 

Tai Long Wan Pier Self-arranged boats for private travel 

Sea Ranch Pier Private ferry service is provided every day for Sea Ranch residents from Sea Ranch 

to Cheung Chau and Central. There is no public ferry route. 

Mong Tung Wan 

Pier 

Self-arranged boats for private travel 

Chi Ma Wan Pier Shuttle between Peng Chau, Mui Wo and Cheung Chau on an inter-island ferry 

Table 8. Ferry piers within the study area46 

  

 

46  ñFranchised and Licensed Ferry Service Details,ò Transport Department, February 6, 2023, 

https://www.td.gov.hk/en/transport_in_hong_kong/public_transport/ferries/service_details/index.html.  
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The Mui Wo Vehicular Ferry Landing and Silvermine Bay Ferry Pier are located in Mui Wo. 

The Mui Wo Fireboat Pier ceased operations. The ferry pier still provides three ferry routes. The 

ñCentralïMui Woò route is the most important water transport route in Mui Wo. The Mui Wo 

Vehicular Ferry Landing provides delivery service for vehicles carrying dangerous goods by 

appointment only. There are many piers within the study area. The Silvermine Bay Ferry Pier, Chi 

Ma Wan Pier and Tai Shui Hang Pier have regular ferry service. At most of the other piers, 

arrangements can be made to hire a private boat. The Sea Ranch Pier in Chi Ma Wan Peninsula has 

a regular ferry service only for residents; non-residents have to hire a private boat to go there. A 

private boat must be hired to get to most of the other areas by boat (Table 8, Fig. 31). 

 

Fig. 31. Major ferry piers in the study area 

  

Silvermine Bay Ferry Pier 

Tai Shui Hang Pier 

Man Kok Tsui Pier 

Lantau Island Ha Keng Pier 

Tai Long Wan Pier 
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Mui Wo Vehicular Ferry Landing 

Former Mui Wo Fireboat Pier 
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2.4.3 Major Traffic Infrastructure in the Vicinity of the Study Area  

There is large-scale infrastructure covering land transport, water transport and air traffic in the 

vicinity of the study area (Table 9, Fig. 32). 

 

Fig. 32. Major Traffic Infrastructure in the Vicinity of the Study Area  

Land Transport 

Infrastructure  

Sunny Bay MTR Station  

Tung Chung MTR Station 

Disneyland Resort MTR Station 

Hong KongïZhuhaiïMacao Bridge 

Hong KongïZhuhaiïMacao Bridge Hong Kong Boundary Crossing Facilities Island 

Water Transport 

Infrastructure  

Discovery Bay Ferry Pier 

Silvermine Bay Ferry Pier 

Cheung Chau Ferry Pier 

Air Traffic 

Infrastructure  

Hong Kong International Airport (including railway network of airport, namely Tung 

Chung Line and Airport Express) 

Table 9. Major traffic infrastructure in the vicinity of the study area   

  

Hong Kong International Airport 

Sunny Bay MTR Station 

Disneyland Resort 
MTR Station 

Discovery Bay Ferry Pier 

Silvermine Bay Ferry Pier 

Tung Chung MTR Station 

Hong KongïZhuhaiï
Macao Bridge 

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Hong Kong 
Boundary Crossing Facilities Island 

Cheung Chau Ferry Pier 
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2.5 Landscape Characteristics and Resources 

2.5.1 Geology 

According to the Geological Map of Hong Kong, produced by the Survey and Mapping Office 

for Geotechnical Engineering Office of CEDD, the geology of the study area is as follows (Table 10, 

Fig. 33): 

Sub-area Geology 

Mui Wo Lamma Suite ï Granite 

Kwai Chung Suite ï Rhyolite dykes 

Chi Ma Wan 

Peninsula 

Cheung Chau Suite ï Granodiorite 

Sam Heung Kwai Chung Suite ï Rhyolite dykes 

Table 10. Geology within the study area 

 

Fig. 33. Geological Map of Hong Kong47 

 

47  ñThematic Mapping,ò Lands Department, accessed September 27, 2023, https://www.landsd.gov.hk/en/survey-

mapping/mapping/thematic-mapping.html. 
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Fig. 34. Geological Map of Hong Kong (portion) ï Geological map of Lantau Island (the red line indicates 

the study area and adjacent areas)48 

2.5.2 Nature Conservation Resources 

According to the ñSustainable Lantau Blueprintò, there are rich land and marine natural 

resources in Mui Wo and the surrounding area. 

 

In Sam Heung, there are various ecological resources in Tai Ho, including fung shui woodland, 

mangroves, rivers with significant ecological value, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and areas 

with juvenile horseshoe crab and seagrass beds. It is thus identified as one of the ñpriority sites for 

enhanced conservation under the New Nature Conservation Policyò. 

 

There are also rich ecological resources in the Mui Wo area, with a vast country park and many 

sites that provide a habitat for the endangered Romerôs tree frog. Two of four old and valuable trees 

on the Islands are in this area: a casuarina equisetifolia (horsetail tree, ), located on Silver 

Mine Bay Beach and a ficus macrocarpa (banyan, ) located on Mui Wo Chung Hau Street.49 

There are also fung shui woodlands and lowland forests in the area. 

 

 

48 ñThematic Mapping.ò  

49 ̦ ̧ 2023 9 7 https://ovt.greening.gov.hk/default.aspx̢ 
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In the Chi Ma Wan Peninsula area, most of the area is part of a country park. It has a long 

natural coastline, lowland forests, mangroves, many key coral areas and fish culture zones. 

 

Lantau Trail and other hiking trails pass through the study area and are connected to other 

areas of Lantau Island, making it a popular hiking place. 

 

Fig. 35. Major nature conservation resources within the study area50 

  

 

50 Civil Engineering and Development Department, ñMajor Nature Conservation Resources,ò Sustainable Lantau 

Blueprint June 2017, 33ï34, accessed September 7, 2023, https://www.lantau.gov.hk/filemanager/content/sustainable-

lantau-blueprint/full_report.pdf. 
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2.5.3 Major Cultural and Historical Resources 

According to Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO) and the Antiquities Advisory Board 

(AAB), the cultural and historical resources within the study area are rich, including 14 ñSites of 

Archaeological Interest in Hong Kongò51, seven ñGrade 2 Historic Buildingsò, three ñGrade 3 

Historic Buildingsò52 and one ñGovernment Historic Site Identified by the AMOò.53 The list is as 

follows (Table 11): 

Types I tems 

Sites of 

Archaeological 

Interest 

1. Man Kok Tsui Site of Archaeological Interest 

2. Chok Tsai Wan Site of Archaeological Interest 

3. Mang Tong Site of Archaeological Interest 

4. Chung Hau Site of Archaeological Interest 

5. Pak Mong Site of Archaeological Interest 

6. Tai Ho Site of Archaeological Interest 

7. Shui Tseng Wan Site of Archaeological Interest 

8. Ngau Kwu Wan Site of Archaeological Interest 

9. Shap Long Site of Archaeological Interest 

10. Chi Ma Wan Site of Archaeological Interest 

11. Cheung Sha Wan Site of Archaeological Interest 

12. Tung Kok Site of Archaeological Interest 

13. Tai Long Wan Site of Archaeological Interest, Chi Ma Wan 

14. Yi Long Site of Archaeological Interest 

Grade 2 Historic 

Buildings 

1. Yuenôs Mansion, Small House attached to East Watchtower, Chung Hau, Mui 

Wo, Lantau Island 

2. Yuenôs Mansion, East Watchtower, Chung Hau, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

3. Yuenôs Mansion, Front House, Chung Hau, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

4. Yuenôs Mansion, Main House, Chung Hau, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

5. Yuenôs Mansion, Barn, Chung Hau, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

6. Yuenôs Mansion, West Watchtower, Chung Hau, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

7. Watchtower, Pak Mong Tsuen, Lantau Island 

Grade 3 Historic 

Buildings 

1. Watchtower, Luk Tei Tong, Mui Wo, Lantau Island 

2. Entrance Gate, Pak Mong, Lantau Island 

3. Watchtower, Tai Ho, Lantau Island 

List of Government 

Historic Sites 

Identified by AMO  

1. Boundary Stone of the Li House Bearing an Inscription ñ ò (the 

taxable land of the Li feudal estate), Mui Wo, Lantau Island, New Territories 

Table 11. ñSites of Archaeological Interestò, Historic Buildings with confirmed grading and ñList of 

Government Historic Sites Identified by the AMOò within the study area. 

 

51 ñList of Sites of Archaeological Interest in Hong Kong,ò Antiquities and Monuments Office, accessed July 24, 2023, 

https://www.amo.gov.hk/filemanager/amo/common/form/list_archaeolog_sites.pdf. 

52 ñResults of the Assessment of 1,444 Historic Buildings and New Items,ò Antiquities Advisory Board, accessed October 

6, 2023, https://www.aab.gov.hk/en/historic-buildings/results-of-the-assessment/index.html. 

53 ñGovernment Historic Sites Identified by AMO,ò Antiquities and Monuments Office, accessed October 6, 2023, 

https://www.amo.gov.hk/filemanager/amo/common/form/build_hia_government_historic_sites.pdf. 
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Fig. 36. Major cultural and historical resources within the study area  
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